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POCAIIUNTAS COINT

e
Chapter 4 - 3action 2.
———--‘“———-——_________._______
It was just one hundred eand sixty-tive years uago v._ - n

irate .Jest virginians raid ort a long stending grudge agai..s.

the Ohio Indians at Point Pleasant. Ever since the close of

the French and Indian was, 1763, the Indian Nations who re-

"sold down the river"by the French, continued to

sented being

pester the frontiersmen by murderous raids and sneaking attacks,

in l.ay, 1774, the Eouse of Surgesses authorized the raising

OoT &n army and no time was lost in getting down to business,

Zech county @lready had a well organized militie System. Gen,

~ndrew lewis was given commend of the soutnern wing or the

army which included wugusta, Botetourt and Fincastle. Botetourt

included the Greenbrier Settlements. The troops were messed

at present Lewisburg, Capt. John Stuart coamended & company

of thirty-seven men raised t'rom the Vicinity or the present

rocahontas County. His sergeants were James Donnelly, Chas.,

OFHara, and Harriman Skidmore. His musketeers were Daniel

orkmen, Samuel Williams, Wm. O'Hara, Robert O'Eara, James

zauley, ~Irchibeld LicDowell, wm. Hogen, indrew Gardiner, (uavy

Lockhart, Samyel Sullivan, Thomas Ferguson, John lcCandles,

- Thomas v1llispie, Xenry Lavrence, John Crain, Wm. Dyer, Zd-

*R1Th, John Ferris, coseph Currence, . illien Clendenin,
@@ﬁﬁﬂrj Deniel Taylor, Jos. Day, Jacod Lockhért, Geo.
1 Burke, Charles Kinnison, Willienm Ewing, Jonn
€el, and Jos. Cempbell. he names or these

1

ed in bronze st ilerlinton for they had
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the honor of engacing in the last coloniel pitched battle on

Virzinie soil and at the same time, in the preliminary battle

for ~merican independence. Ceptein oStuart's Compeny nad thne

nonor of teins the first to march out of Camp Union (lewisbdurg)
for the battle front on the Chio one hundred miles &wey, Sept.6,
The rest o the lititle arny of tfive tundred rifty men

1774,
rollowed in four days, and they reacned "the Point" COciober 9th,

Resfore breakfast the next morning tnne battle was on against a
superior number of Indians commanded by the famous chief, kKnown

to thke Virzinisns as Cornstslk. fhe battle wazed ruriously

throughout the day without victory or defeat to eighér side.
virgil lewis says, "General lewis now knew that if the battle
was not ended before night settled down upon the rield, it -
would be a nisht of massacre, or the morrow & éey or great
doudt, and he resolved_to throw a body of men into the reer
of the Indian arnoy. Ze therefore sent three or the most
renouned companies on the Field to execute this movement.

-?ﬁﬁiﬁiﬁre:those of Capt. George liathews, John Stuert, &nd

n Chelby, the letter now comnanded by his son, lieut,
1by. They were called rrom the front, then pro-
e Kanawha to Crooked Creek, then up Crooked
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and Thomas Fergzuson. Thuas did Greenbrier Valley men val-
liantly acquit themselves on this flrst field or battle
american Independence. lHad not Gov. Dunmore Stopped

these Virginians would doubtless eitner

Ior

them at 1.e Uhio,

annihilated the Ohio indians on their own ground or driven

tnem out ot the country.

(This was taken rom an article written by L. E. Ewing,

or Grand Rapids, Idechigan w..d published in the Pocehontas
times Cctober, 193@, )

ne following 15 @& note written by Calvin Price, Zditor Ou

Yimes:
vaturally, I agree with lLr, Lwing's Suggestion or an
appropriate bronze marker with tne names of our Indian 'ight=-
ers thereon, Frobably someday we will stip ourselves andg
do this velated hionor. 'here is a rup however, w.d tuat ls
the ruut thut wuat NOW embraces Pocuhontas Was dividea _e-
tWween .ugusta and Botetour.e counties back in the time or
the devolution, Evurytning north of SWago was consiwered
arugusta ana below that creck was cunsfdered Botetourte - no
line having been Surveyed until 1785, eight Years arter the
fornation op vrecnbrier in 1v+7, as between Harrison ang
wreenbrier, vhile the roster of Captain Stuart's has been
PFBSBfVOQ._so niny or tne rosters or Aupgusta county have been
108t - gy hand I woy,, 88y tnu. our men Went out under Capt,

George ..o
u .rs,_fotrstt’ 80u I heve never seen & list or his soldiers.
"® spent most or ine 8Uliva or 1974 repairing tne ror. at




CcloveEs Lick, and rucruitad nis men Y

hand, agaln 1 can recall some Y= thems: ‘tne

Canerons, the 5itlingtons, the »
veushS, tne O
the aridgers,
until the 1ist of our

be & good jdea 1O gefer tne ijdea OT +ne bOIO

-

s g

&

BLL o gpfastivare

m this sect

narwicks,
riooddells, the POBESS)

lavens, +silliam sharp, lloses ioore, vhe Drinnons,

tne Friels, John Johnson, and the LroogestsSe

neroes C&l oe made compleve, 1t might

nze ceblete
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NEVELCEENS CF BCCAILETAS COUNTY [/ ¢
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-'l
+s concexrning the development of This county in the

of the nineteenth centuxry whic

In Decemoexr 1E20 a great snow fell Imovm as tThe

-

f more than three

+he deep snow;" it ley on the ground to a depth of more th thr
Teet. Vhile that deep snow lay on the ground the lazte Cclonel Jochn

m, MeCrew of Grafton made & visit To this county ani purchased the

liarlins Sotoon for & tovm site, now imown as liar-

linsen and the ceunty seet o Poeshconces.
tt —h dtdeme A T olrer purckesed zrlins 2Eottom - g+ors
i U we [P0 e L~ JCL. =G oW s C.d...--eu el e —lilo —’CUuO-Jl, il uO_lC
Tuntersville wes whe County seet. The purchase cof the town site

e W

-

l.cGraw wes the first intimatvion that counuy peovle had

e M7 <
by Coleonel

cf 2 proposed reilway &evelopment*. Colonel licSraw, who had inve

ely in lands elSewhere in the couniy never cezsed trying

T
interest capivalisEssimithis eounty end develop it with a railreed,

$ls tireless energy was rewerded. The CGreensrier Railway was dbuilf

-

isheG To lLariinton in 1€0l. The Coal =né Iron was built

scon zfier tc connect With it &t Durbin. In two rears Pocshontas
S iorthcurars MNernecasd s = = - T i v 3 :, YE )
vSelLy chgnged Irom being one of the few ccunties in the Stete witl

- - | oy —~ . -
Cuv 2 railrcac to a county having the greatest railway milesge oI

&Ny county in the state.

lzrlirion tegan to improve at cnce. It was incorperated &%
vhe April Teim of Court, 1200, and held its first election of
efficers ey 5%h %00,
“he first newspaper %o be publisned in the county was the

BCntas Tires fTourced 4m 1809 cob mbevewrille evnd moved o ‘
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reriinton in 1892, The I’c»c:z—-?wrn":—;';.'..':I'.:; ublished ir 1264 gt
mzeysville and le-ter at fiarlinton and ceased to be published
The first televhene to be tuilt in the comSy was the Har=
linton and Eeverly telephcne line Iirished to ilarlinton in Auguss
18¢¢, That seme year telephone lines viere bullt alcng all the

ds of the county.

principal roc=a

e first Bank to go into business in

T7

-

of llarlinton in 1899 and later in the same

=anlt vias O'_‘DET.Ed. ?or more

< L el .
iel messengers Ircx the nearest

sums of money by sreciel

ticns from forty fiwve to ITifity seven miles distant,
rocés. At the time of the railroad development the ngtural re-
ver been touched, Vast greas of iron ore lznd in

4]

sources Lad n

the county will some day melre Pocahon

es en iron field,

It was discovered in the nineties that Focahontas Coun
a vastv supply of marble which is eguel in value to eany
found in the United States and it will some dar e ranked high
auong the marble deposits of the vicrld. i

speczalists in marble that the Pocahontas
The best evicdence that we have +that the repoxrt wes false is that
el

e el

they could not purchase it. The citirzens of Foczhontes County
a8t they have treasures in lartle ilcuniain. In this great moun-
} of marble in Pocahontas County and extending into Randclph

We find white, brown &nd a beautiful green marble. Vhen
eones for Pocshontas citizens to develop it, the right

italists will share in it. Capitalists who will not wa&l




here and by the citizens.
The bulk of the timber has been tzken out and floated down

the Greenbrier River by the St. Lawrence Zoom and Kanufacturing

Cempany, having removed in this manner a guarter of a billion

feet of white pine.
The walnut and cherry have been taken out by rafting on

the Greenbrier vhich was once an important industry, rafting 5

floods in the river bqing anxiously watied fcr,
There were 2 number cf skillful pilots vwho cculd thread

their way with a raft of 50,000 feet of lumber betveen the rccks

cf this swift river.




FISST TEINGS IN LARLINTOLN (Continustion of rerort

for April 3 on the history of Yarlinton)
The first court wes keld under an cak tree on the west side of the river

by Sguire G. M. Kee. The first lawyer to Plead in Xerlinton was F. J. Snyder a

~ S - . - = a = - - - duiaiie 3
noted lawyer vho lived ir Zuntersville. Fe wes opresed that dey by L. k. YeClintic

ne first Cerri of the Cireuit Court ves held iz lesd. The electica fo rove
T.e ceuniy sent from luntersville-to Lerliatow '.'.LSII.&lC.; in the Tuli of 1;.—1_, gnd &
ienporery Court rouse, and old woocden structure wes erecied. -

ffe Judre wes Judze A. 7, Cemnbell of Ionroe Con unty.- Fe vrs s preet lsvyer
cver six feet t211, witk a esvy black beard, ead weirked 313 rounds.

Tre Tirst sheriff of tke peunty _eajor William Fosge, lived at lerlinton. fis
kouse wes neer Lleventh Street on i?s,r-de:: Avenue. '_71;1 this house w=s bern James v

soffett who in his lifetime wes rresident of the Stendard Cil Company of Indisna,

ne Tirst rostraster was Jepmes Atlee Price.

Tre first student to go. to college from this rloce was Sev. Villiee: T. Frice

"
Had

. T, L !'., Do Do

The first bank vas tre Senk of Ierlinmton in 1:8¢,

b
The first newspaper wes the Foceronmtes Times, founded in 15582 et Fun itersvi ilie
end moved to Merlinten in 1252,
3 -~

ine first store s Crezed oy Ja 2, App€rsou la a-house now CCcuzied &8s &
\

Cre fre-f B hE S = 2
w€lliug, fre-first vusiness of sny kind estaolls..eu 38 REPliLto. ves & carbized

BE&Y, ; il ~d- > . s 2 3 % g -+
w 32l]l end Carcing mill Lu.‘lt <y Jores A, Frice tefore tre Civil war. It wes is

eterge of J!'ves Ee Au Gitbs wio 10t

gy er Leccre werltly tr tre dnvercicn of ‘e seving
oy b

e -'t'i'r-st stores ves opened b Feul Colden wio is still ;:ong ué. and
‘--'l X -

antile business. -4 s: thet Le ked tain‘ted on the store in his
08, > _

hilerity emong the netions of the world. It resd:

LT - ’

J
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= witer to be clevrtea”,
ervigtions, &amTe) 1t has The ripgrt to Ye groured .nder 4he Lesd of Comrercial

}eul Golden is a Jew who hed core here fronm Europe) '

1irgt school of whiclk there is any officisl record w2t & privete gnter—-::e. g

e btuiléing thet stocd neer kiverside, end it cloced efter a

institute wes held in 1866 in the Presoyteriaz Church,

=) PN, 1 1
¥ - CGLC'er' s

L]

hurch wes the Fresbyterisn on the site f-the jrecsezt church,

: %
The first resident judze of tie court wes ~unners L. Oharp.
-
e [first veyor of the Tuwa wes ouarev Frice. .

iuie first state se.ctor wes =a Ga loldeil,

ire Lirst Fresidentirl Elector m:s Col, Os E; Yee.

‘e first delerzte Heo thc lesislptyre, 1, *s Yellintic,
e first -ecter of the couniy ccurf dr,. Yerren N, Frice,

rre Pirst ci.ief of rclice, J. A. Sherp.

first trein to arrive wes in 190C wher the treack was cormpleted to +his*

=
"o
0

firet jail d9livery wes vhen Armstrong sand Curberlerd zot out of jeil =S

[
m

dusl cne evenin: iu tMe nine “t.s the nmodern
Lad
o 42€

44 = D b s A - n 5
<B64 oI L streny Jell, It wes confidently expected theat it would hold are hedvw

mpepmdias Loz ¥ o o e I - - s - . ' s .
cot t2 suffered 'a series of bold retteries crid suspicion hed atitoched to Alex

~ -I.z—\. -

LY
o e o X b = 3 -3
Armsirens, or intelligent colored -an, a nstive of this county, vho Yol rercved to
it ke woxl6

Py e - e . - . » ; . .
SRR, It ves thcught thet Le ruiced inis epunty retleriy enc %
L

core to tle necrest reilicas stetiody malke & guick trip into the county ace returs He

9 e Lelial #=5 50 sure thet the authorities voited anc wateiez for Lis

ned ur onme vinter dey trrveling incognito with ¢ big, burly,

Surns crrested the- and they vere fadicte’ end convicted

&, ¥, Edzar, keld up st the rolat of & revolver ‘in his

3 3 . >
o -




two oldest buildi

e
-1

-

anding eye tho Tell House ard the Icleughlin
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o Droop llountain Bzttlefield was & wilderness,

Cne rear ag
e were a2 few monuments and graves, tha% for many years hesd
A ere < 1 e\ NOIUnN 1 E

Two small signs along the road were zll that

told travelers ithat an

Vo Ca ¥

1 important Civil War battloe had been foug

hexe,
On July 29, 135 a ¢CC Company, 25%€, located here and
within a Tew weeks +there was a great change. This change is

v1ll going on. Somé of the work has been completed bu

=

deal nore is yets to be aone. ‘hen travelers now £0 along Route
7219, and get near The Zattle rield, they first notice the beau-
Tiful log fence that cutlines the parl, 25 They drive on dowm
the road, the log portals are Séen. Ve think they are the most

é>%$éétﬁertrarces to a CCC camp in the state. Cood rozds leag through

s

been cleared o+ tnderbrush, bus all of natures bezuty has been

et oy A P = 2 = 1 D (] - ] 1
left. Ficnic tables, shelters, ovens, and tcilets have oeen
constiucted throuchout +the vark area, 411 0o these conveniences

“S=S 8%; an expanse 0Z wilderness cutting off aii Provabilisy of
dist = :
1Svance of the fire tower &d to 2all or “he glory azng oeauty
ka2t natyr
R € has mtifuliv 3 o . ~
. S0 bountifuiiy destowed upon our State, especizlly

N this seo+s 3
etion. From the TowWer on Briery I2eb, cne can zse 211

o the sur
*tbunding eouniry ang even scme g
of Virginig,

Stance intio the sizte

te




